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charged. It follows from this that timber subjected to
water seasoning should be much less susceptible of fermen-
tation than that which has been dried by air seasoning
only. Pure water, moreover, is much more quickly
and easily evaporated than that charged with certain
principles, consequently steeped timber will dry in less
time than the other.
It should be observed that timber which is subjected
to immersion in either cold or hot water is liable to
the substance of the wood becoming dissolved, and will
consequently be lighter. Wood that has been treated
by water seasoning, even when most carefully carried
out, is after the dissolution of a certain soluble part by
the water, and it has been subsequently dried, said to
become brittle. It is, however, very durable.
To effect the seasoning of timber by water, it is totally
immersed and held down by chains, directly after being
felled. The timber is kept under water for about fourteen
days, by which time the greater portion of the sap is
washed out ; it is then removed and dried under free
access of air, being turned daily.
It is essential in water seasoning that the timber should
be completely submerged, as otherwise, where only
partially covered, injury will occur along the water-line.
Care should also be taken that timber treated in this
manner be completely dried before being used. If the
timber be cut up and used before it is thoroughly dried, it
will shortly be attacked by dry-rot.
Water-seasoned timber is not so liable to warp and
crack as when air seasoned, but it becomes, as already
mentioned, brittle, and unsuitable for use where strength
and elasticity are essential.
Seasoning by immersion in salt water renders wood
harder, heavier, and more durable; there is, however,